ISSUE 2: OCTOBER 27, 2020

ISSUE SPOTLIGHT: Services Not Sweeps and the Criminalization
of Homelessness in LA.

LA has a long history of criminalizing homelessness. In the past 20 years, two
LA ordinances criminalizing activities such as “sleeping, sitting, or lying on the
street” and “using a vehicle as living quarters” have been struck down by the Ninth
Circuit Court for violating constitutional rights and enabling discriminatory practices.
However, this has not stopped LA from continuously placing restrictions on
its unhoused residents.
Municipal Code section 41.18 makes it “a criminal offense to sit, lie, or
sleep on a public sidewalk anywhere in the city” and is enforced in limited
circumstances.
Municipal code 56.11: “allows the city to seize “bulky” possessions, and
limits when and where homeless people can erect their tents.”
Recently, the city has taken aggressive actions to carry out police-backed
street cleanings, also known as “sweeps,” to enforce municipal code 56.11.
When enforced, unhoused individuals are required to uproot their tents and
belongings between the hours of 6am-9pm. This can result in the seizure and
disposal of important personal possessions including medicine, blankets, and
documents.
The consequences of noncompliance: “People who “willfully resist” the
sanitation crews throwing away their property could face a $1,000 fine or up
to six months in jail on a misdemeanor charge.”
Convictions, even for minor offenses, can have long lasting impacts for
individuals experiencing homelessness. A 2019 study found that “[A conviction]
can make a person ineligible for employment, housing, and services, it also can bar
homeless people—who are already disproportionately people of color, people with
disabilities, and members of other marginalized groups—from becoming rehoused.”
Services Not Sweeps is an LA-based coalition of community organizations that
pushes back against the displacement and criminalization of unhoused Angelenos
as a result of increased street cleaning measures and advocates for "better public
health infrastructure and services."

Source: Services Not Sweeps website

LEARN MORE

Statement: Our Demands (Services Not Sweeps Coalition)
Article: “LA Trashes Property of Homeless People in Sweeps” (Invisible
People) “ You try to scream but there’s no one to scream at. And you just can’t
believe that someone took everything that represents your existence in this world
and threw it away.”
Commentary: “Statement from the Unhoused Community of Echo Park Lake
on Mitch O’Farrell’s New Shelter Plans and Coronavirus” (Street Watch LA)
Study: “Housing Not Handcuffs: Ending the Criminalization of Homelessness
in U.S. Cities” (National Law Center on Homelessness and Poverty)

ACTION ITEMS:
[URGENT] Voice opposition to the October 21 motion filed by LA City
Councilmembers Blumenfield, Buscaino, Rodriguez, Krekorian, Price, Cedillo, and
Lee to expand the criminalization of unhoused Los Angelenos.
What it is: This motion calls for the amendment of LA Municipal codes 41.58
and 56.11, allowing the city to ban:
Sitting, sleeping or lying down within 500 feet of freeways, ramps, and
tunnels
Sitting, sleeping or lying down within 500 feet of any facility opened
after January 2018 that provides housing, shelter, services, safe
parking, or storage to unhoused people
Storing property in the areas listed above
Coalition Statement: Read the entire statement from Services Not Sweeps
on this motion.
Service Not Sweeps Action Items (complete at 2 out of 3 for 0.5 hours)* :
1. Call and/or email City Council to demand that they oppose this
motion (link to instructions and sample scripts). The LA Council
Member for Westwood is Paul Kortez.
2. Submit written public comment (link to LA Public Comment Form).
3. Give public comment on Special Agenda Item 42 at the City Council
meeting on Wednesday, Oct. 28th at 10:15am (link to instructions
here).
*Council will vote tomorrow, Wednesday, October 28 after 10 AM, so be sure to have your
voice heard before then! Apologies for the late notice.
Thank you so much for reading! If you found this informative, please share! If you would
like to subscribe, click here.
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